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An Immigrant Story
MELAHAT RAFIEI  and her family fled Iran as 
political refugees when she was just 5 years old.  
They were smuggled to Pakistan, and then to Israel, 
before ending up in Italy, where they secured political 
asylum to come to the US.

This experience helped motivate Melahat to devote 
much of her life to building our Democratic Party and 
helping elect Democrats at every level of government. 
She has served on CDP’s State Central Committee for the 
past 20 years and as a DNC Member for the past 5 years.

Our CDP Executive Leadership needs 
to be filled with tough, accomplished 
political leaders like Melahat Rafiei  
to ensure that we reclaim those districts 
that Republicans took from us and think 
towards our party's future by building 
a bench of strong local candidates and 
campaign staff.”
Maxine Waters
Congresswoman & DNC Member

I’m supporting Melahat Rafiei  
for Secretary because she’s a tested 
leader who understands the importance 
of listening and building coalitions  
in order to win pollical campaigns.  
With Melahat as our CDP Secretary,  
the party will get more stuff done. 
Period.”
Kevin de León 
L.A. City Councilmember & Former Senate President

Melahat Rafiei is living proof of 
what can happen when we give  
people a shot at the American dream.  
Her lived experiences, progressive 
values, and success getting progressive 
leaders elected to office are exactly what 
the California Democratic Party needs  
in its executive leadership.” 
Ash Kalra
Assemblymember & Legislative Progressive Caucus Chair
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For a number of years, MELAHAT RAFIEI  served 
as the executive director of the Democratic Party 
of Orange County. In this role, she helped run central 
committee meetings, recruit candidates for office, raise 
funds for member communication programs, oversee 
voter registration drives, and coordinate voter outreach 
activities between local campaigns.

As a former Party ED, Melahat has a unique understanding 
of the training and resources our central committees need 
to be successful. She also knows how to help candidates 
run and win in the red and purple parts of our state.

MELAHAT RAFIEI  is the founder and principal of 
Progressive Solutions Consulting, a boutique campaign 
consulting firm that works to elect Democratic women of 
color and LGBTQ candidates to office. Last cycle, she led 
the successful campaigns of Irvine Mayor Farrah Khan, 
Long Beach Councilmember Mary Zendejas, and West 
Hollywood Councilmember Sepi Shyne.

As a veteran of nearly 100 political campaigns, Melahat 
has on-the-ground experience defeating Republicans, 
and she knows how our party can better help our 
candidates up and down the Democratic ticket.

MELAHAT RAFIEI’s  favorite hat to wear is that of 
being a mom to her awesome son, Kian. Kian loves  
Star Wars, LEGOs, dinosaurs, the L.A. Lakers (apologies 
to Clippers and Warriors fans), and spending time with 
his mom.

As a single mom, Melahat understands the challenges 
Californians are facing, especially parents with kids 
who are out of school. Although it was her experience 
as an immigrant that piqued her interest in politics, it’s 
her love of Kian and her concern for the world he’s going 
to grow up in that motivates her the most today.
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